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Abstract
Purpose. To determine the parameters of club migration of highly skilled legionary footballers when forming
national teams for participation in official international competitions.
Materials and methods. Population: 496 highly skilled football players – participants of the 2022 World Cup group
stage qualifiers.
Results. The winning national teams with high UEFA coefficients have a smaller percentage of legionnaires than
the group of winning teams with lower UEFA coefficients: 45.05% (coefficient 3.8) and 85.94% (coefficient 14.8),
respectively. The indicators of dual citizenship have no significant impact on the formation of national teams,
although the national teams of Wales, Turkey, and Scotland showed rather high values – 9 (32.14%), 7 (28.00%), and
5 (20.00 %) of football players, respectively. Legionary footballers from the top six European leagues (England, Spain,
Italy, Germany, France, Portugal) account for 87.50% of the total number of legionnaires who participated in the 2022
World Cup group stage qualifiers.
Conclusions. Migration processes have an impact on the development of football at various levels of functioning:
children and youth, reserve, student, amateur, semi-professional, and professional. Club migration, which is typical of
highly skilled legionary footballers, has an indirect impact on the formation of national teams.
Keywords: football, migration, ranking, formation, national team.

Introduction
Modern problems of training highly skilled football
players are inextricably linked with the nature of their development at various levels of functioning: children and
youth, reserve, amateur, semi-professional, and professional.
Researchers note a significant influence of migration factors, which are caused by football players’ desire to continue
athletic training in a top professional club or league, on the
processes of their training (Borysova, 2013; Sushko, 2018).
Today, footballers’ migration is widespread at the reserve and
professional levels. In addition, in modern European football
and in the United States, footballers’ migration has become
widespread at the semi-professional level – in youth teams,
minor professional leagues, student championships, etc.
Naturally, these processes have an impact on the formation of teams, both at the club and national team levels. This,
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in turn, increases the relevance of correcting the training
of national teams, taking into account the ratio of football
players representing professional clubs of national and foreign championships (leagues) in their composition. In this
context, the most informative indicators for selecting candidates for national teams are those of presence (absence)
of constant competitive practice in a club, its level and intensity. It is also important to take into account the athlete’s
individual characteristics, which are related to the nature
and speed of recovery processes in their body (Mykhaliuk,
Sivolap, Horokhovskyi, Potapenko, 2021).
The problematic issues of training football players,
which are associated with migration processes, have relatively recently become the subject of study by specialists.
The studies by Poli (2006, 2010, 2019) analyzed in detail the
historical, geographical, and socio-cultural prerequisites for
the emergence of African footballers’ migration to European professional leagues and national championships. The
author emphasizes the importance of migration processes,
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which are closely connected with the management, training
and competitive performance of a professional club. Similar
results were obtained in a sociological study (Storey, 2019)
investigating the national allegiance and sporting citizenship
as factors of identity choices of African footballers.
In modern football, there is a concentration of highly qualified athletes in top European championships and
professional leagues: “Barclays Premier League” (England),
“Liga de Fútbol Profesional, Primera División” (Spain), “Lega
Nazionale Professionisti Serie A TIM” (Italy), “FußballBundesliga” (Germany), and “Le championnat de France de
football” (France).
Economic studies (Gubaydullina, 2018; Solntsev, 2020)
testify that football is a global brand more than other sports.
In addition, the global factors of migration of highly skilled
football players are the economic basis for the development
of football as the number one sport.
The study by Campenhout, Sterkenburg, and Oonk
(2019) analyzed the data of 4,761 football players from fifteen
national teams that took part in World Cups (1930-2018),
including the data of 301 foreign-born footballers. The results of the study show that the absolute number of foreignborn footballers who have participated in World Cups is
constantly increasing. This testifies to the intensification of
migration processes among highly skilled football players
for participation in official international competitions.
The study by Campenhout and Sterkenburg (2019)
examinesthe diversification of the compositions of national
football teams. In particular, it proposed and described the
idea of using “migration corridors” for changing athletes’
nationality (naturalization) with a further opportunity to
play for the national team of a country.
The study by Lago-Peñas C., Lago-Peñas S., Lago I. (2019)
investigated the relationship between the factors of football
players’ migration and the performance of certain athletes and
teams. The authors focus on positive and negative psychological factors in sports teams comprising foreign footballers
(migrants). In particular, the authors highlight the need to use
psychodiagnostic and corrective techniques to create an optimal psychological climate in a team that consists of footballers
playing in national and foreign championships (leagues).
The problems of globalization of student football in the
United States are examined in the study by Kirk and Weaver
(2019). The authors highlight the peculiarities associated
with talented football players’ migration to North American
student football leagues – a high development level of infrastructure and financial support, on the one hand, and the
complex legal procedure of implementing a full or partial
“naturalization” in the US migration system, on the other
hand. In addition, the results of the study which examines
students’ motivation to attend student football matches and
focuses on additional interest of young people in the games
of teams comprising migrant footballers seem promising
(Namethe, Naido, & Heerden, 2021).
The studies by Esposito, D’Elia, Raiola (2020), Sulistiyono, Akhiruyanto, Primasoni (2021) show that the integrated
use of methods for developing athletes’ intelligence, personal
qualities and game skills of team interactions in youth football can, indirectly, contribute to the intensification of physical fitness, manifestations of early game specialization and,
as a result, promote young football players’ migration at the
national and international level.

From the point of view of the general theory of sports
and the system of athletic training (Platonov & Essentaev,
2015; Platonov, 2016, 2018), the processes of athletes’ migration are among extra-training and out-of-competition
factors. However, it is the factors of migration that increase
the level of sports competition and, as a result, improve the
effectiveness and spectacularity of the competitive process.
This concept is especially relevant for team sports, including football (Kostiukevych, Imas, & Borysova, 2018). Additionally, there is a need to correct the traditional approaches in the management of training and competitive
activity of highly skilled football players, taking into account migration factors (Kostiukevych, Shchepotina, &
Vozniuk, 2020; Shchepotina, Kostiukevych, Asauliuk, et
al., 2021).
This concept increased the interest of researchers in
the problems of athletes’ migration (Sushko & Doroshenko,
2016), they focused on the need to correct the traditional approaches in the training process in team sports, taking into
account the following factors:
• peculiarities of the formation of sports teams (Doroshenko, Sobol, & Doroshenko, 2018);
• migration of highly skilled athletes and coaches (Doroshenko & Sobol, 2018; Sushko & Melnik, 2019);
• financial and logistical support of migration processes at the level of national championships and professional football leagues (Sobol, Svatyev, & Doroshenko, 2021);
• financial and logistical support of migration processes at the level of participation of athletes of national teams in the European (UEFA), world (FIFA)
championships, international tournaments (UEFA
Champions League, UEFA Europa League, UEFA
Europa Conference League) and compliance of their
participants with the Financial Fair Play Regulations
(Sobol, Svatyev, & Doroshenko, 2021).
In our opinion, despite a significant number of studies devoted to addressing the topical issues of migration of
highly skilled football players in the context of the formation
of national teams, the following problems have not been
finally resolved:
• the principles of forming the national team, taking
into account the differentiation of athletes into
typological groups – first team, extended team,
promising reserve;
• taking into account the peculiarities of the competitive
practice of athletes – candidates for the national team
at the club level – championship ranking, quantitative
indicators of the competitive practice, possibility of
differentiating the game specialization, etc.
That is why this study focuses on investigating the processes of migration of highly skilled football players – candidates for national teams.
Hypothesis. Taking into account the indicators of club
migration of highly skilled football players is a criterion for
the formation of national teams that will help to efficiently
correct the training process when there is a lack of time for
full preparation.
The purpose of the study is to determine the parameters of club migration of highly skilled legionary footballers
when forming national teams for participation in official
international competitions.
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and qualitative indicators of the club competitive practice
of athletes.

Material and methods
Study participants
The ascertaining experiment examined the parameters
of the competitive activity of highly skilled football players
(496 athletes) – members of the national teams that won the
2022 World Cup group stage qualifiers (10 teams). In addition, the parameters of the competitive activity of players
of the national teams that placed second in the group stage
qualifying tournaments (10 teams) were studied. This gives
the right to participate in further qualifying games.

Methods of research

Organization of the study

Statistical analysis

Analysis and generalization of data from scientific and
methodological literary sources and the Internet, pedagogical observations, content analysis of materials from the official websites of national professional football leagues
(associations), the official website of UEFA, pedagogical ascertaining experiment, methods of mathematical statistics.

During the experimental research, the methods of
mathematical statistics were used to determine the following calculated indicators: arithmetic mean, percentage, calculated ratios (scored and missed goals).

Experimental studies were carried out from March 24
to November 16, 2021 during the group stage of the 2022
World Cup qualifiers. The study examined the entry forms,
the indicators of presence in the national teams of legionary footballers participating in competitions of foreign professional leagues (championships), considered the factors
of presence or absence of dual citizenship among athletes.
Based on data from the open sources and official websites of
UEFA (www.uefa.com), the national professional leagues of
England (www.premierleague.com), Spain (www.laliga.es),
Italy (www.legaseriea.it), Germany (www.bundesliga.com),
France (www.ligue1.fr), etc., the study determined the indicators of football players’ club migration in the context of
the formation of national teams, analyzed the quantitative
indicators of migration processes, taking into account the
factors of dual citizenship of athletes. On the basis of the
obtained experimental data, the study considered the possibilities of efficient correction of the training of highly qualified football players, taking into account the quantitative

Results
To analyze and interpret the experimental data, the study
defined the statistical indicators of 10 national teams that
won the 2022 World Cup group stage qualifiers and earned
the right to participate in the final tournament. In addition,
the study defined the statistical indicators of 10 national
teams that placed second in the 2022 World Cup group stage
qualifiers and earned the right for further participation in
qualifying matches. The data obtained, taking into account
the UEFA coefficients, are given in Table 1.
The study determined the percentage of highly skilled
footballers with dual citizenship (“naturalized” athletes) in
the national teams, and the percentage of highly skilled le-

Table 1. Key performance indicators of technical and tactical actions of highly skilled footballers (legionnaires) and the
UEFA club ranking of national teams in the 2022 World Cup qualifiers, n = 496
UEFA Country Ranking
1. England
2. Spain
3. Italy
4. Germany
5. France
6. Portugal
7. Netherlands
9. Scotland
10. Russia
11. Ukraine
12. Serbia
13. Belgium
14. Switzerland
15. Croatia
18. Turkey
20. Denmark
23. Sweden
27. Poland
47. North Macedonia
50. Wales

G
10
8
8
10
8
8
10
10
10
8
8
8
8
10
10
10
8
10
10
8

Pts
26
19
16
27
18
17
23
23
22
12
20
20
18
23
21
27
15
20
18
15

P/G
2.6
2.4
2.0
2.7
2.3
2.1
2.3
2.3
2.2
1.5
2.5
2.5
2.3
2.3
2.1
2.7
1.9
2.0
1.8
1.9

GS
39
15
13
36
18
17
33
17
19
11
18
25
15
21
27
30
12
30
23
14

GM
3
5
2
4
3
6
8
7
6
8
9
6
2
4
16
3
6
11
11
9

S/M
13
3
6.5
9
6
2.8
4.1
2.4
3.2
1.4
2
4.2
7.5
5.3
1.7
10
2
2.7
2.1
1.6

Note: G – games; Pts – points; P/G – points per game; GS – goals scored; GM – goals missed; S/M – ratio of scored and missed goals.
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Table 2. Indicators of club migration of highly skilled football players in the context of the formation of national teams in
the 2022 World Cup qualifiers, n = 496
UEFA Country Ranking (*)

Group

Serbia: 29.375 (12)

А

Portugal: 47.549 (6)
Spain: 85.713 (2)

F

Q

E
26

Dual Сіtizenship

Legionnaires

n

%

n

%

4

15.38

24

92.31

+

‒

А

‒

+

24

4

16.67

18

75.00

В

+

‒

23

1

4.35

12

52.17

Sweden: 22.875 (23)

В

‒

+

26

2

7.69

17

65.38

Switzerland: 27.925 (14)

С

+

‒

25

1

4.00

21

84.00

Italy: 69.045 (3)

С

‒

+

23

2

8.70

4

17.39

France: 49.915 (5)

D

+

‒

23

2

8.70

16

69.57

Ukraine: 31.400 (11)

D

‒

+

25

0

0.00

7

28.00

Belgium: 29.000 (13)

E

+

‒

24

1

4.17

21

87.50

Wales: 5.500 (50)

E

‒

+

28

9

32.14

18

64.29

Denmark: 24.175 (20)

F

+

‒

22

0

0.00

20

90.91

Scotland: 32.700 (9)

F

‒

+

25

5

20.00

16

64.00

Netherlands: 39.900 (7)

G

+

‒

26

1

3.85

16

61.54

Turkey: 25.100 (18)

G

‒

+

25

7

28.00

13

52.00

Croatia: 25.400 (15)

Н

+

‒

24

3

12.50

18

75.00

Russia: 32.682 (10)

Н

‒

+

27

2

7.41

4

14.81

England: 95.096 (1)

I

+

‒

26

0

0.00

3

11.54

Poland: 15.875 (27)

I

‒

+

26

0

0.00

25

96.15

Germany: 66.784 (4)

J

+

‒

23

1

4.35

7

30.43

North Macedonia: 7.000 (47)

J

‒

+

25

2

8.00

8

32.00

Note: * – current position in the ranking; F – first place in the group; Q – second place in the group (participation in qualifying
matches);E ‒ entry form; Legionnaires – footballers of the national team who play in foreign championships (leagues)

gionary footballers who play in foreign national championships (professional leagues). The results are presented in
Table 2, taking into account the quantitative indicators of the
UEFA ranking.
The percentage of the internal structure of club migration of highly skilled legionary footballers was determined,
taking into account the indicators of the current UEFA ranking (for national championships or professional leagues).
Group A. The Serbia national team: in the entry form,
there are 24 legionnaires representing professional football
clubs of different countries (Italy (3) – 7 (29.20%); Spain (2) –
6 (25.00%); Portugal (6) – 3 (12.50%); France (5) – 3 (12.50%);
England (1) – 1 (4.16%), Germany (4) – 1 (4.16%), the Netherlands (7) – 1 (4.16%), Poland (27) – 1 (4.16%), Russia (10) – 1
(4.16%)). The Portugal national team: in the entry form, there
are 18 legionnaires who represent professional football clubs
(England (1) – 9 (50.00%); France (5) – 3 (16.67), Spain (2) – 3
(16.67%); Germany (4) – 2 (11.11%); Italy (3) – 1 (5.55%)).
Group В. The Spain national team: 12 legionnaires
(England (1) – 10 (83.33%); Portugal (6) – 2 (16.67%)). The
Sweden national team: 17 legionnaires (England (1) – 5
(29.41%); Italy (3) – 4 (23.53%); Germany (4) – 2 (11.77%),
Spain (2) – 2 (11.77%); Scotland (9) – 1 (5.88%), the Netherlands (7) – 1 (5.88%), Norway (21) – 1 (5.88%), Russia
(10) – 1 (5.88%)).

Group С. The Switzerland national team: 21 legionnaires (Germany (4) – 12 (57.14%); France (5) – 2 (9.53%),
Italy (3) – 2 (9.53%); Turkey (18) – 1 (4.76%), Greece (19) – 1
(4.76%), Portugal (6) – 1 (4.76%), Scotland (9) – 1 (4.76%),
England (1) – 1 (4.76%)). The Italy national team: 4 legionnaires (France (5) – 3 (75.00%); England (1) – 1 (25.00%)).
Group D. The France national team: 16 legionnaires
(England (1) – 5 (31.25%); Germany (4) – 4 (25.00%), Italy
(3) – 4 (25.00%); Spain (2) – 3 (18.75%)). The Ukraine national team: 7 legionnaires (England (1) – 2 (28.60%); Belgium (13) – 1 (14.28%), Hungary (28) – 1 (14.28%), Italy
(3) – 1 (14.28%), Portugal (6) – 1 (14.28%), Poland (27) – 1
(14.28%)).
Group Е. The Belgium national team: 21 legionnaires
(England (1) – 6 (28.58%); Germany (4) – 4 (19.04%);
Spain (2) – 3 (14.29%), France (5) – 3 (14.29%); Italy (3) – 2
(9.52%); Portugal (6) – 1 (4.76%), Turkey (18) – 1 (4.76%),
Qatar – 1 (4.76%)). The Wales national team: 18 legionnaires
(England (1) – 15 (83.33%); Italy (3) – 2 (11.11%); Germany
(4) – 1 (5.56)).
Group F. The Denmark national team: 20 legionnaires
(England (1) – 7 (35.00%); Italy (3) – 5 (25.00%); Germany
(4) – 3 (15.00%); Spain (2) – 2 (10.00%); France (5) – 1
(5.00%), the Netherlands (7) – 1 (5.00%), Turkey (18) – 1
(5.00%)). The Scotland national team: 16 legionnaires
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Table 3. Summary indicators of participation of highly skilled legionary footballers in the 2022 World Cup group stage
qualifiers, n = 288
Championship (league, association),
UEFA ranking (*)

Legionnaires, n

Legionnaires, %

England (1)

96

33.22

Spain (2)

26

8.99

Italy (3)

51

17.65

Germany (4)

39

13.49

France (5)

24

8.30

Portugal (6)

16

5.54

Total:

252

87.50

(England(1) – 14 (87.50%); Belgium (13) – 1 (6.25%), Cyprus (17) – 1 (6.25%)).
Group G. The Netherlands national team: 16 legionnaires (Italy (3) – 5 (31.25%); England (1) – 3 (18.75%);
Spain (2) – 3 (18.75%), Germany (4) – 3 (18.75%); France
(5) – 1 (6.25%), Belgium (13) – 1 (6.25%)). The Turkey national team: 13 legionnaires (France (5) – 4 (30.77%), Italy
(3) – 4 (30.77%); England (1) – 3 (23.08%); Belgium (13) – 1
(7.69%), the Netherlands (7) – 1 (7.69%)).
Group Н. The Croatia national team: 18 legionnaires
(Germany (4) – 6 (33.34%); Italy (3) – 4 (22.24%); England (1) – 3 (16.67%); France (5) – 1 (5.55%); Spain (2) – 1
(5.55%), Russia (10) – 1 (5.55%), Scotland (9) – 1 (5.55%),
Turkey (18) – 1 (5.55%)). The Russia national team: 4 legionnaires (Germany (4) – 1 (25.00%), Italy (3) – 1 (25.00%),
France (5) – 1 (25.00%), Turkey (18) – 1 (25.00%)).
Group I. The England national team: 3 legionnaires
(Italy (3) – 2 (66.67%); Spain (2) – 1 (33.33%)). The Poland
national team: 25 legionnaires (Italy (3) – 8 (32.00%); England (1) – 7 (28.00%); Germany (4) – 4 (16.00%); Greece (19)
– 2 (8.00%); France (5) – 1 (4.00%), the USA – 1 (4.00%),
Ukraine (11) – 1 (4.00%), Russia (10) – 1 (400%)).
Group J. The Germany national team: 7 legionnaires
(England (1) – 4 (57.13%); France (5) – 1 (14.29%), Spain (2)
– 1 (14.29%), Austria (8) – 1 (14.29%)). The North Macedonia national team: 8 legionnaires (Croatia (15) – 2 (25.00%);
Spain (2) – 1 (12.50%), Italy (3) – 1 (12.50%), Ukraine (11)
– 1 (12.50%), Moldova (33) – 1 (12.50%), Turkey (18) – 1
(12.50%), Sweden (23) – 1 (12.50%)).
Based on the obtained results, the summary indicators
of highly skilled legionary footballers were calculated, taking
into account their participation in foreign national championships (professional football leagues) (Table 3).
In addition, 36 legionnaires who participated in the
2022 World Cup group stage qualifying matches represent
professional football leagues from 17 countries: the Netherlands, Austria, Scotland, Russia, Ukraine, Belgium, Croatia,
Cyprus, Turkey, Greece, Norway, Sweden, Poland, Hungary,
Moldova, Qatar, the USA. In these championships (professional football leagues), there are from one to six athletes,
which is a range of values from 0.34 to 2.08%.
Discussion
The experimental data given in Table 1 may point to a
statistical relationship between the indicators of the UEFA
ranking for the national championship (professional league,
ТМФВ, 2021, том 21, № 4

association) and the indicators of the competitive activity of
highly skilled footballers – participants of the 2022 World
Cup group stage qualifiers. Most of the national teams that
placed first in their qualifying groups (Table 2) have a high
UEFA coefficient for the national championship: national
teams of England (95.096; ranking – 1); Spain (85.713; ranking – 2); Germany (66.784; ranking – 4); France (49.915;
ranking – 5); the Netherlands (39.900; ranking – 7). In addition to them, the winners of the group stage qualifiers are the
teams with lower UEFA coefficients for the national championship: Serbia (29.375; ranking – 12), Belgium (29.000;
ranking – 13), Switzerland (27.925; ranking – 14), Croatia
(25.400; ranking – 15), and Denmark (24.175; ranking –
20). At the same time, the following tendency is observed:
in the entry forms of national teams with high UEFA coefficients, there is, as a rule, a smaller percentage of highly
skilled legionary footballers: the average number of legionnaires in the teams of England, Spain, Germany, France, and
the Netherlands is 45.05% (with an average UEFA coefficient
– 3.8). In the group of winning teams of the 2022 World Cup
group stage qualifiers with a lower UEFA coefficient (Serbia,
Belgium, Switzerland, Croatia, and Denmark), the average
number of legionnaires is 85.94% (with an average UEFA
coefficient – 14.8).
From the group of teams with a high UEFA coefficient,
the national teams of Italy (69.045; ranking – 3), Portugal
(47.549; ranking – 6), Scotland (32.700; ranking – 9), Russia
(32.682; ranking – 10), Ukraine (31.400; ranking – 11) won
second places in the qualifying tournaments and received
the right to participate in further qualifying matches. The
Austria national team (34.650, ranking – 8) failed in the
qualifying group stage. The teams with lower UEFA coefficients for national championships (professional leagues)
also placed second in the 2022 World Cup group stage qualifiers: Turkey (25.100; ranking – 18), Sweden (22.875; ranking – 23), Poland (15.875; ranking – 27), North Macedonia
(7.000; ranking – 47), Wales (5.500; ranking – 50). There is a
tendency: in the entry forms of the group of national teams
with higher UEFA coefficients, there is a smaller percentage of highly skilled legionnaires: the average number of
legionnaires in the teams of Italy, Portugal, Scotland, Russia,
Ukraine is 39.84% (with an average UEFA coefficient – 7.8).
In the group of teams that placed second in the 2022 World
Cup group stage qualifiers with a lower UEFA coefficient
(Turkey, Sweden, Poland, North Macedonia, Wales), the average number of legionnaires is 61.96% (with an average
UEFA coefficient – 33).
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According to the indicators of dual citizenship among
highly skilled football players – participants in the 2022
World Cup group stage qualifiers, there were no statistically
significant differences or linear trends. The highest indicators were observed in the national teams of Wales (9 athletes), Turkey (7 athletes), and Scotland (5 athletes).
In addition, the quantitative and qualitative indicators
of highly skilled legionary footballers who represent the
top European championships (professional leagues) are of
importance. Table 3 shows the indicators of six European
championships (professional leagues), whose players account for 87.50% of the total number of legionary footballers.
Worthy of note are the indicators of the leading European
professional league: Barclays Premier League (England) –
96 highly skilled players out of 288 (33.22%) legionnaires.
It is likely that these indicators determine successful performance of the English professional football clubs and the
England national team in official international competitions.
Today, Barclays Premier League (England) has the highest
concentration of highly qualified football players in European football championships (professional leagues), which,
indirectly, contributes to an increase in the level of internal
competition and, as a result, an increase in the level of athletic proficiency and effectiveness of the competitive process
(Sobol, Svatyev, & Doroshenko, 2021).
In connection with the above, the controversial issues
regarding the correction of the training of highly skilled
legionary footballers seem relevant. The study by Sushko
(2018) focuses on the need to differentiate legionary footballers into typological groups when forming national teams:
first team, regular substitution, extended team, promising
reserve. In turn, this differentiation requires taking into account the factors of the competitive practice of highly skilled
legionnaires at the club level, its quantitative and qualitative indicators: the level of the championship (professional
league), performances in official international competitions
(UEFA Champions League, UEFA Europa League, UEFA
Europa Conference League). A comprehensive analysis of
these factors, taking into account the level of competitive
loads and individual indicators of athletes’ recovery, creates
prerequisites for efficient correction of the national team
training (Platonov, 2016, 2018). In addition, this helps to define a set of information characteristics to specify the starting lineup and players to come off the bench in case a quick
correction of the competitive process is needed (Sushko &
Melnik, 2019). The study by Shchepotina et al. (2021) shows
that this set of information characteristics creates opportunities for managing not only the competitive process, but
also the training of football players in professional football
clubs. This is of relevance when forming national teams.
Conclusions
The analysis of literature data and other information
sources shows that migration processes have an impact on
the development of football at various levels of functioning:
children and youth, reserve, student, amateur, semi-professional, and professional.
Club migration processes, which are typical of highly
skilled legionary footballers, have an indirect impact on the
formation of national teams.

Based on the analysis of the materials of the 2022 World
Cup group stage qualifiers, the following trends were identified: the winning national teams with high UEFA coefficients
have a smaller percentage of legionnaires than the group of
winning teams with lower UEFA coefficients: 45.05% (coefficient 3.8) and 85.94% (coefficient 14.8), respectively. The
indicators of dual citizenship have no significant impact on
the formation of national teams, although the national teams
of Wales, Turkey, and Scotland showed rather high values –
9 (32.14%), 7 (28.00%), and 5 (20.00%) of football players,
respectively.
Legionary footballers from the top six European leagues
(England, Spain, Italy, Germany, France, Portugal) account
for 87.50% of the total number of legionnaires who participated in the 2022 World Cup group stage qualifiers.
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Реферат. Стаття: 8 с., 3 табл., 28 джерел.
Мета дослідження – визначити параметри клубної
міграції висококваліфікованих футболістів-«легіонерів» у
процесі комплектування національних збірних команд для
участі в офіційних міжнародних змаганнях.
Матеріали та методи. Контингент: 496 висококваліфікованих футболістів – учасників групового відбіркового
турніру чемпіонату світу 2022 року.
Результати. У складах національних збірних команд-переможців із високими показниками рейтингу
UEFA – менше відсоткового співвідношення футболістів«легіонерів», ніж у групи команд-переможців із нижчими показниками рейтингу UEFA: 45,05% (рейтинг 3,8) та
85,94% (рейтинг 14,8) відповідно. Показники подвійного
громадянства не мають значного впливу на комплектацію національних збірних команд, хоча у збірних команд
Уельсу, Туреччини та Шотландії зафіксовано досить високі

значення – 9 (32,14%), 7 (28,00%) та 5 (20,00%) футболістів
відповідно. Футболісти-«легіонери» з шести найрейтинговіших європейських чемпіонатів (Англія, Іспанія, Італія, Німеччина, Франція, Португалія) становлять 87,50%
від загальної кількості футболістів-«легіонерів», які брали
участь у групових відбіркових турнірах чемпіонату світу
2022 року.
Висновки. Процеси міграції впливають на розвиток
футболу на різних рівнях функціонування: дитячо-юнацького, резервного, студентського, аматорського, напівпрофесійного та професійного. Клубна міграція, яка характерна для висококваліфікованих футболістів-«легіонерів»,
опосередковано впливає на комплектацію національних
збірних команд.
Ключові слова: футбол, міграція, рейтинг, комплектація, збірна.
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